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Spreading Gratefulness 
By Melissa Montijo 

     It’s November and that means Thanksgiving is right 

around the corner. Time for turkey, pie, and no school! 

However, the meaning of this day is to celebrate what we 

are thankful for. The things that you are grateful for 

should come from the heart and not just be words. Your 

thanks could be for anything you want it to be. 

Thanksgiving Day is not the only day you could give 

thanks; it could be any day, every day. So, get ready for a 

time filled with thankfulness and lots and lots of food! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Native American Projects 
By Tiger Tracks Staff 

     Lincoln School 5th grade students, under the guidance 

of teachers Mrs. Tarabokija, Mrs. LoBrutto, Ms. Hroncic, 

Ms. Dickman, and Ms. Pitasi, participated in a social 

studies project and research paper about North American 

Native Americans. They searched library books and 

internet sources to learn about the culture, government, 

homes, and family lives of the chosen Native American 

tribes. After two weeks of research in groups, students 

worked together to formulate a five-paragraph essay. 

Each student took turns reading the paragraph they wrote 

and later opened the floor to questions and answers. 

Students culminated this experience by constructing 3-D 

projects and posters which were displayed on the second 

floor of our school. Thumbs up to the fifth graders… and 

their teachers! 

Yearbook 
By Vilma Sanchez 

     The Lincoln Log yearbook is very special to all the 8th 

graders.  All yearbook pictures are taken from the 

beginning to the end of the year by the school art teacher 

and yearbook advisor, Mr. Hegarty. These pictures 

include activities that happen during the year such as 

dances, sports events, and even just everyday fun.  

     As you can see the yearbook has to do with almost 

everything in the school. Everyone enjoys seeing the 

newest edition of the yearbook every June. 

Support SOS 
By Nareg Kassardjian 

     As we know, Ms. Stitz and her SOS (Support Our 

Soldiers) club collects money for our homeless veterans 

through various fundraisers during the school year. She 

has been doing this for many years and is giving our 

community and nation some positivity. Her students and 

the school’s donations are putting smiles on the faces of 

our vets. After all, they fought for our country, so we can 

each spare a couple of dollars for their health and well- 

being. Students and staff are urged to donate to this fund 

to help and honor our veterans for their sacrifice to our 

nation. Also, don’t forget, November 11th is Veterans’ 

Day. Say thank-you to a vet. 

Author and Illustrator Visit 
By Tiger Tracks Staff 

     Noted children’s author, Bethany Hegedus, and 

illustrator, Evan Turk, delighted the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 

students by returning to Lincoln School to introduce 

their new book, “Be the Change”, which is a follow-up 

of their first collaboration entitled “Grandfather 

Ghandi”. That book was introduced to Lincoln School 

students two years ago by Ms. Hegedus and Mr. Turk. 

Both visits were arranged by veteran teacher and avid 

book lover, Mr. Sam Juliano.  

Did You Know? 
By Tiger Tracks Staff 

     Did you know that Lincoln School student, Brianna 

Lopez (7-305), recently made her television debut on a 

show called “Disierta America”? She found out that kids 

were needed to promote the movie. “Secret Life of Pets”, 

and so she auditioned for, and got, one of the roles. 

Brianna had the unique pleasure of meeting Kevin Hart, 

Eric Stonestreet, Lake Bell, and William Vades during 

filming at Liberty State Park on June 23, 2016. Way to 

go, Brianna!  



 

Graduation Picture Day 
By Jonathan & Joshua Pashalian 

     Look at the camera! Smile! Click! On Thursday, 

October 13, 2016 the whole 8th grade had Picture Day. 

The first picture that was taken was unbelievably the 

whole 8th grade!  All 8th grade teachers, our principal, 

Mrs. Turro, and about 150 students got together for one 

picture in the gymnasium. 

     The next pictures were simple. First, there was a class 

picture with your homeroom teacher. The best part of the 

next pictures, which were individual pictures, was that 

students wore a blue graduation gown and were holding a 

graduation mortar board hat to take four pictures. The 

photographer told us how to sit up straight and hold the 

hat just right. Then he told us when to smile, but we 

smiled for the rest of the day! 

A Life of Music 
By Pelin Cokuslu 

      As the starting date of the Lincoln School Chorus is 

getting closer, this was the right time to interview the 

amazing, musically inclined, Ms. Shawala, the music 

teacher of the Lincoln School district and choir/chorus 

director.  

     To start off, Ms. Shawala graduated Rutgers 

University, in which she attended the music conservatory 

called Mason Gross School of the Arts, with a 

concentration in voice. She has always wanted to become 

a teacher, and ever since she was 2 or 3 years old, music 

just continued be a huge part of her life, according to her 

grandmother. In 8th grade, Ms. Shawala started formal 

singing and she was introduced to choir, which she fell in 

love with. Then, later in high school, she began to realize 

how it impacted people, and she wanted to bring that to 

schools by herself. So, this delightful singer taught choir 

in school and continued that for 9 years through the end 

of college. In addition, music was so important to her, that 

she made it her career and she continues to be involved in 

music outside of school. Did you know that Ms. Shawala 

was the first in her family to have a professional career in 

music? Pretty cool, right? As an adult, she taught voice 

and piano lessons, as well as two choirs in total, including 

the Lincoln Chorus. Surprisingly, Ms. Shawala knows 

some piano, played percussion for the pit in marching 

band, and also played one year of tenor saxophone, which 

was really fun, according to her. Obviously, she is 

classically trained in voice, like opera, but the choir thinks 

our music/chorus director sings wonderfully in every 

genre of music! 

    Like most people, Ms. Shawala loves music and singing 

because it just simply comes naturally and it helps her 
clear her head. Also, another little piece of trivia about 

Ms. Shawala is that her favorite genres of music vary 

widely from pop and hip-hop, to Christian Rock. Now is 

the time to answer a few questions about the Lincoln 

Chorus: 

 When is this chorus program going to start and what is 

it? 

 “The choir program is being set up soon and you will hear 

more about it by the end of the first marking period,” 

quoted Ms. Shawala. According to the accurate 

description of the chorus/choir by Ms. Shawala, “The 

Lincoln Choir is a group of singers who come together to 

develop their voices and create a performance. Practice 

takes place on Wednesdays and Fridays in the room next 

to the cafeteria. In the past, we have put on spring concerts 

and have achieved a first-place rating for the past 3 years 

of competition. Additionally, we have had soloists win 

medals.” 

Why do you enjoy this job with students? 

 “I love creating an environment where students can work 

together using music to make something that they’re 

proud of,” says the music teacher and choir director.  

      Ms. Shawala is a wonderful teacher who is passionate 

about her music and her students. We are so fortunate to 

have her here in Fairview.  

 

 



              

Patriot's Pen 
By Ashley Aroni 

     What is Patriot's Pen? It is an annually conducted 

nationwide essay competition that gives students the 

opportunity to express their views on a chosen patriotic 

theme. This year's theme is "The America I Believe In". 

     More than 120,000 students participated in last year's 

contest, and who knows how many students may be 

participating in this year's competition! Students from 6th, 

7th, and 8th grade in Lincoln School participated in the 

contest. The grand prize for the patriotic essay will be a 

$5000 award. November 1st was the deadline for this 

project. 

Study Tips 
By Briana Soto 

     Are you struggling to get good grades? If so, don’t 

panic! Here are a few study tips that I guarantee will help 

you pass your next test! 

Tip #1 Get a study buddy! 

Find a way to communicate with a friend to study with 

each other for upcoming tests. Take turns questioning 

each other until you feel like you’re prepared to take the 

test.  

Tip #2 Take study breaks! 

After a long time of studying, make sure to give yourself 

a break. Use this time to keep yourself energized. Have a 

snack, or a drink of water. Jam out to your favorite song! 

Tip #3 Chew gum. 

It has been scientifically proven that chewing gum can 

help you stay focused and concentrate better. Why not try 

this while studying? 

Tip #4 Make a schedule.  

DO NOT procrastinate! Create a study schedule to 

organize your time, and make sure you stick to this 

schedule! 

Tip #5 Treat yourself! 

After hours of studying, a great way to stay motivated is 

by rewarding  yourself with a delicious snack or treat. 

                                         

 

 

The Giver 
By Timmy Zhang 

 “The Giver” is a novel we are reading in Mr. Pasquino’s 

class. It is about a kid named Jonas, who lives in a perfect 

community. This place has the same year-round weather, 

no problems or conflicts, and no emotions. It is a 

community where everyone plays a role, and Jonas plays 

a very extraordinary one. The community erased all 

memory of the past and the only people that know it is 

Jonas and his "boss". When Jonas makes a plan to leave 

the perfect community to find out more about the world, 

he is in need of food, water, and heat, but because he has 

so much courage, he makes it past the community." As 

you can see by this information, The Giver is a spectacular 

book, and makes me want to read the next book on our 

reading list, “Gathering Blue”. Go Mr. Pasquino! 

Glue Experiment 
By Melissa Henriquez 

      A few weeks ago, in Mrs. DeVivo's classroom, we had 

our first ever experiment! The students made glue out of 

vinegar, water, baking soda, and skim milk. They had to 

follow a specific recipe and then use the freshly made glue 

to stick together two pieces of paper. The students also 

had to write down the physical properties of the 

ingredients before and after the experiment. Other 

questions also had to be answered, but we had fun while 

we learned, even though some of us spilled some of the 

ingredients! Ms. Brueck also did this same experiment 

with her science classes.  

Introduction to Matter Science Project 
By Stephanie Quinones 

     Recently, Mrs. DeVivo assigned her 8th grade students 

a project based on the chapter they had finished on matter. 

Students picked their own groups to work with, were 

given a yellow paper and were told to bring their own 

supplies. They gladly did as told and got started the next 

day. Mrs.DeVivo gave her students until Friday to 

complete their projects and you wouldn’t believe how 

amazing every single project looked! Each project 

displayed the lessons in the chapter from substances to 

chemical energy. Everyone’s project was colorful and 

informative. Whether there were printed pictures, 

drawings, or cut outs, they all really made every project 

stand out. 



              

Boys’ Basketball 
By Jariel Martinez 

     Boys’ basketball tryouts are about to start soon. A lot 

of people are looking forward for the new season. Last 

year, Lincoln School won the championship game and 

brought back a beautiful trophy. Let’s hope we can bring 

back another, big, beautiful trophy again this season. 

Good luck to the team! 

Lincoln School Girls’ Basketball 
By Afrodite Hryssomalides 

      Lincoln School in Fairview, New Jersey has many 

activities after school. One of them is the girls’ home 

basketball team. We have practice at Fairview’s Lincoln 

School gymnasium. We start in November and our coach 

is name is Coach J. Every game starts at 4:30. Most of the 

girls on the team know each other, and we have fun 

working on our skills together. We work hard and win and 

lose as a team. As the season goes by, we gain more and 

more chemistry. 

     We also travel to different places, like away games. It 

gives us a look or view of other teams’ basketball courts 

and the environment they play in. At the end of the season, 

we get a participation medal for attending the games that 

lead into the tournament. If we win that, we get a trophy. 

No matter what, at the end of the day it feels like we 

always win when we have fun playing the game.  

Girls’ Volleyball 
By Ruven Pino 

     On Monday, the 24th of October, Fairview played a 

volleyball game against Cliffside. Cliffside won 3 sets to 

none. Although there were fans from both towns who 

showed up to the match, Cliffside took the win. Initially, 

Fairview led by 10 in the first set, but Cliffside came back 

and swept the Tigers. Good game, though. Our support 

stays. 

The Fairview Soccer Traveling Team 
By Kevyn Ramos 

     The Fairview Soccer traveling team is on a winning 

streak. The team, under the direction of Coach Tony, has 

beaten teams like Hoboken F.C., Union City Academy, 

Nutley, and many more.  We usually have our games on 

the weekends.  We practice at the Babe Ruth field from 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The team is undefeated and wants it 

to stay like that. Go Fairview!!! 

Kyle Anderson News 
By Tiger Tracks Staff 

     Lincoln School graduate, Kyle Anderson, and the San 

Antonio Spurs, have started the 2016-2017 basketball 

season. Stay tuned to further editions of Tiger Tracks for 

updates on Kyle and his team. Go Spurs! 

 

 

The above photos are of Kyle Anderson’s “Choose Life” 
basketball camp that was held at School #6 in Cliffside Park 
on August 6th, 2016, in memory of his friend, Paul Kim, who 
also attended Lincoln School. 

 

 

                   The 7th and 8th grade ELA Plus team is credited for 

                   their contributions to this edition of Tiger Tracks. If 

you have a special school event you’d like to have announced 

in our newsletter, contact us at mgrgurev@fairviewps.org 

 

 

                

 


